1922 AND 1923
it is said, c a resolution of the whole Cabinet supporting the
appeal of the Prime Minister.3 His request was then granted.
On 13 November 1923 he stood up in the House of Commons
and to the surprise of a crowded and excited audience,
declared that Parliament would be dissolved forthwith,
because he c could not attempt to steer the country through
the winter of 1924 without an instrument that was not permis-
sible under the Bonar Law pledge.5 As the issue, as far as
the Conservatives and Liberals were concerned, was Free Trade
or Protection, the two dissentient wings of the Liberal Party
joined, and a joint manifesto was issued by them with the
signature of Mr. Lloyd George below that of Mr. Asquith.
To fight two General Elections in twelve months would tax
the financial resources of the wealthiest party.   The Labour
Party is a very poor party financially.   It is the only political
party that publishes a full list of subscriptions and donations
to its political fund.   It has never had the large resources which
the other parties derive from the sale of titles and honours.
The subscription of the average Conservative to the Party Fund
is an insurance premium against the risk of economic change.
The present system has given him his position and privileges ;
naturally, he is no hurry to alter it.   The contribution of the
Socialist to his Party is a freewill offering to help to achieve the
very political and economic changes which the Conservative
is using every effort to prevent.   Broadly speaking, the Con-
servative depends on the donations of the wealthy ; the Labour
Party on the pence of the poor.   There is no doubt that the
Conservative Headquarters were * banking' on the poverty of
the Labour Party to handicap it heavily in the costly struggle.
MacDonald threw himself into the election campaign with
energy and enthusiasm.   He realized that great issues were at
stake.   He made a speech at Bristol   He claims to have made
his first public speech at Bristol, but he has given several other
towns that distinction.   He had a tumultuous welcome there.
His peroration, with its picturesque metaphor, was particularly
effective.   He recalled his former visit.
c This is 1923, and I stand here with this wonderful,
moving crowd in front of me. In 1885, I stood in a public
place in Bristol, and three people came to listen. Ah !
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